Topic 7 – The Sixth Extinction?
General Outcome #4:  Identify and analyze human impacts on  

                                     biodiversity.
In the last 600 million years there have been five major declines in Earth's biodiversity.
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    Last 65 million years: 1 species going extinct per year

    Today: 70 extinctions per day!!

Disappearing Habitats
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BIOINDICATOR SPECIES are organisms that tell us the health of a system through their health and numbers. 
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         The grizzly bear population is in great decline 
             because [image: image4.jpg]


of loss of habitat.

             The frog population is on the decline because of  

                  birth defects due to poisons in the environment. 

Organisms in peril of becoming extinct are ENDANGERED.
Some species are wiped out in a specific area all together but they still can exist in other areas.  This is called EXTIRPATION.
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As the human population grows and expands, we put more stresses on the environment and the surrounding species either adapt or die.

We over-consume natural resources, sometimes driving organisms to EXTINCTION; we poison organisms by releasing pollutants in to the air and water; we change natural habitats by installing housing developments, agricultural fields and industries; and we introduce invasive species that out-compete and exclude native species.


· Can I describe the impact of extinction and extirpation of native species?
· Can I investigate the role of environmental factors in causing loss of biodiversity?
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